Florida Photographic Locations 
South West Coast Florida (Start in Naples)

· Everglades-Shark Valley – drive East from Naples on Route 41: Dirt road extends approx. 15 miles into the Everglades, but no personal cars allowed. Hike, rent a bike, or take the tram (guided tour). Road parallels a canal with all sorts of wildlife. Interesting. Lunch available across the street in an Indian owned & run establishment.
· Clyde Butcher Gallery – East on Route 41: Park in lot and walk across the highway to see wildlife at very close range. Got some of our best photos here. Visit the gallery to see stunning black and white photographs of the Everglades.
· HP Williams Wayside/Turner River Road off Route 41: 6.6 miles south of Rte. 29. Wooden platform near entrance allows higher view of birds, turtles, fish and alligators. Continue east on dirt road for several miles, paralleling the canal. Spotted more alligators here than anywhere. Pull over as often as you want. Caution—alligators can have burst speeds of 30-35 mph (faster than you can run). Many birds roosting in trees. Fantastic site for wildlife.
· Everglades-Gulf Coast Visitor Center in Everglades City – off Route 41: At intersection of Routes 41 and 29, take Rte. 29 south into Everglades City. Open daily from 8 am to 4:30 pm in the winter and 9:00 am to 4:30 pm the rest of the year. A 1 ½ hr narrated boat tour provides an overall description of this saltwater ecosystem. (We did NOT take the boat ride, so cannot comment.) Several choices for lunch in this tiny, tiny town. If you are heading south, this is the last chance for gas until you get to Shark Valley.
· Everglades Private Air Boat Ride on Route 41: 0.9 miles north of Rte. 29 on west side. One hour tour of the Everglades. Very interesting from both an ecological and a wildlife point of view. $$. Bring earplugs!
· Big Cypress Bend Boardwalk on Route 41: 5.9 miles north of the airboat ride or 27.1 miles south of Rte. 951 in Naples. About a 1 mile long boardwalk back into the swamp. Nice, but not as special as Turner River Road or the canal bordering Rte. 41.
· Naples Nature Center (wildlife rehabilitation):1450 Merrihue Road. From I-75, take exit 107 and head to Naples and left on 14th Avenue North (off Goodlette-Frank Road). Open Mon-Sat. Entrance fee. Phone= 239-262-0304. Did NOT visit here.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens: 5111 Tamiami Trail North in Naples. Open 9:30 am to 5:30 pm. Phone= 239-262-5409. Did NOT visit here.
· Naples Pier-on the west coast: 12th Avenue. Pier is free. Free parking where the stores and restaurants are, otherwise pay to park near the beach (25 cents/15 minutes). Beautiful, high view of the beach…see dolphins, gulls and pelicans…watch fishermen feed the pelicans…birds fly in at your level.
· Naples Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary: take I-75 to Exit 111 and head east on Highway 846.  Road swings from east to north a total of ~20 miles – Corkscrew is on the left. Bring snacks or lunch or buy premade sandwiches there. Entrance fee. Excellent docents are available to answer questions. Watch for well hidden alligators, river otters, and anhingas swimming underwater. Bird population is reduced when water levels are low. Many species of tree birds.
· Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve: From the Ft. Myers area, take Route 41 (Cleveland Ave.) to Colonial Blvd (Highway 884) and proceed east to the intersection of Ortiz (to the north) and Six Mile Cypress Road (to the south). Turn south and go 3 miles. The Slough will be on your left. Parking fee. One mile boardwalk, in the shade, through a beautiful cypress swamp. Excellent birding location, especially at the ponds.
· Fort Myers-Lee County Manatee Park: From Route 75, turn east at Exit 141 (?) on Highway 80 and proceed about 1 ½ miles-park is on the right. Parking fee. Manatees and butterflies.
· Fort Myers Beach-Lovers Key State Park: 8700 Estero Blvd., 10.5 miles east of I-75 (exit 116).Entrance fee.  Beach is ranked in top 10 in the US. Did NOT visit here.
· Sanibel Island: JN Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge: Sanibel/Captiva Road at Mile Marker 2. Saturday through Thursday there are tram tours @ 10:30 and 2:00 from visitor center parking lot. Entrance fee per carload. $6.00 toll bridge to island.
· Sanibel Island: seashells can be found at Blind Pass, northwestern most section of Sanibel Island, at low tide, especially after a storm. $6.00 toll bridge to island.
· North Fort Myers-Pine Island and Matlacha: islands are due west of North Ft. Myers. Take Highway 41 north to Pine Island Road (Highway 78) or take I-75 north to exit 26 (Bayshore Road which becomes Pine Island Road). Follow Pine Island Road west, passing Matlacha and Little Pine Island. Golf course on NW side of island has lots of ospreys (often eating fish in the trees).
· Venice- Caspersen Beach: south of Venice at 4100 Harbor Drive South. The southern 2/3 of the beach has the largest stash of prehistoric shark’s teeth and good shelling. 
· Venice Rookery: from I-75, take exit #193 (Jaracanda) and drive 5 miles to Rte. 41. Turn right (north) on Rte 41. Immediately turn left on Annex St. (between Florida Highway Patrol and Sarasota County Courthouse). Free admission. Morning is best for photos. Need long lens for shooting to island.
· Venice/Central County Landfill (and wildlife sanctuary): From Route 75, take Exit 195 (name of road unknown) east ½ mile to Knights Trail Road in Nokomis (gas station on left).  Go left (north) about ~3 miles and sign in at Waste Mgt. Visitor’s Center.  Drive around a several mile long perimeter road, stopping as often as you like. Free admission.  Ibis, wading birds, storks, ducks, anhingas, sea gulls, vultures, hawks, ospreys, bluebirds, warblers, eagles, alligators, feral pigs, etc. Open Mon-Sat from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. Very interesting!
· Bradenton Beach-Anna Maria Island Butterfly Park: 15 miles east of I-75 (Exit 220) on Rte. 64. Rte. 64 runs into Gulf Drive. Go straight into free parking lot at Manatee Public Beach or turn right toward Anna Maria and go ½ mile. Park is on the right, between library and Holmes Beach City Hall. Did NOT visit here.
· Sarasota- Marie Selby Botannical Gardens: 811 South Palm Avenue. Entrance fee. Did NOT visit here.
· Sarasota-Mote Marine Laboratory:1600 Ken Thompson Parkway, just east of the drawbridge between Lido and Longboat Keys. Entrance fee. Did NOT visit here.
· Sarasota-Myakka River State Park: Highway 41 south to Highway 72 (Clark Road) and head east for 14 miles; park is 9 miles east of I-75. Entrance fee. We did not find this park to be very worthwhile. 
· St. Petersburg- Boyd Hill Nature Park:1101 Country Club Way South. Take I-275 south to exit 4; turn east on 54th Ave. South to Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd South, then north to the 1st traffic light (Country Club Way South and turn left/west. Entrance fee. Not open on Mondays. Did NOT visit here.
· Clearwater Beach-Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary: 18328 Gulf Blvd., south of Indian Shores. From Clearwater, go south on Belcher Road to Park Blvd./74th Ave. North; turn right (west), cross inter-coastal bridge. Take immediate left and go ¼ mile. Admission free. Did NOT visit here.
· Homosassa Springs Wildlife Refuge:  drive north on Rt. 19 or from 75 north, exit west on 44 to Rts. 19 & 98 in Crystal River.  Proceed south about 7 miles to Homosassa Springs.  Office is on Rts. 19 & 98 but Visitor Center/start is about 1 mile west.  Wonderful figure “8” loop of ducks, birds, etc.  Terrific.

East Coast Florida – North and Central

· St. Augustine Alligator Farm / Rookery – In St. Augustine, cross over Bridge of Lions east to Anastasia Island and follow road – Farm is on right at 999 Anastasia Blvd.  904-824-3337, www.alligatorfarm.com   Lots of alligators and bird rookery on boardwalk. $$
· Merritt Island / National Wildlife Refuge near Titusville / Cape Canaveral.  State Road 402 (5 miles east of Titusville).  Go to Visitor Center first.  Seven mile, one way loop road called Black Point Wildlife Dr., 321-868-1123, www.nbbd.com/godo/minwr  Terrific- Good variety of birds.
· Viera Wetlands (central Brevard Co., NW of Melbourne).  From Route 95, take Exit 191 west (Wickham Rd.) and proceed 2 ½ miles past Water Treatment Plant to the Wetlands.  20 acres of wetlands with many species of wading birds and ducks.  Terrific.  321-255-4328.
· Gatorland (south side of Orlando).  Come south on Florida Tpke or west on 528 Beeline Expwy, exit south on Rt. 441 about 7 miles to Gatorland on east side.  Large collection of alligators and outstanding Bird Sanctuary in the back (Boardwalk & Viewing Towers).  Terrific. $$
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